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Under the Freedom of Information Act/EIR regulation s, I request a copy (preferably 
by email) of the information for Question 1 and Que stion 2 below: 
  
1. The bid documents submitted by Torbay Council to  the Government for 

funding of the following projects approved very rec ently (last few days) under 
the government's Land Release Fund: 

  
 (i) Victoria Square (£900,000) 
 (ii) Preston Down Road (£1,100,000) 
 (iii) Collaton St. Mary (£1, 976,000) 
 

There is a need to provide context on the Land Release Fund, before dealing with 
the specific questions set out in your FOI request. 
 
The Land Release Fund (LRF), which was included within the wider One Public 
Estate funding pot, was aimed at speeding up housing delivery on public sector land. 
Public sector partners across Devon worked together to submit a single Devon-wide 
bid. Please see the attached Devon OPE SADP final document. The Torbay Council 
element of the bid specifically targeted the delivery of infrastructure required to 
unlock housing sites. The LRF guidance made it clear that sites would need to be 
unlocked by April 2020. 
 
The national pot for LRF was £45m. Torbay Council has done extremely well to 
secure almost 9% of the national ’pot’ and has, as such, secured more funding than 
any other Council in England. The fund was four times over-subscribed. The bid has 
helped raise the profile and needs of Torbay. 
 
Torbay Council bid for LRF towards five town centre regeneration projects: Upton 
Place; Temperance St; Victoria Centre; South Quay, Paignton Harbour; Brixham 
Town Centre Car Park. The Council also bid for LRF for its land holdings at Collaton 
st Mary and Preston Down Road. In total the bid was for more than £6m from 
MHCLG’s One Public Estate fund. The Council also worked closely with South 
Devon & Torbay NHS Trust, on a bid for One Public Estate funding for delivery of a 
new health hub at the rear of Paignton Library, to secure £100,000 of One Public 
Estate funding. 
 
These sites are included within the Council’s strategic policy framework, including the 
Local Plan and Transformation Strategy for Torbay’s Town Centres. 
 
The bid was submitted in November 2017. The Government announced the outcome 
of those bids on 16 February 2018. Three of Torbay Council seven submitted 
schemes received a funding award, namely Victoria Centre, Collaton St Mary and 
Preston Down Road – all in Paignton. Offer letters / conditions of funding 
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confirmation were issued to Councils on 8 March 2018. Torbay Council confirmed its 
acceptance of the terms of funding on 14 March 2018. 
 

A) The bid documents 
 
You have asked for a copy of the bid documents submitted by Torbay Council to the 
Government for Land Release Funding. Technically, no documents were submitted 
to Government by Torbay Council - all documents were submitted by Devon County 
Council, as the lead partner. So, we have interpreted your request as being those 
documents submitted by Devon County Council to the Government. 
 
With regards to the documents we have provided in response to your request, we 
have only included information relating to the three projects specified in your request. 
 
The documents attached are as follows: 
 
Devon OPE Basic details form (For FOI) 
171103 SADP Appendix OPE and LRF templates (For FOI) 
 
Under Section 43 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Council has removed 
some of the information from these documents as we believe it to be of a 
commercially sensitive nature.  As the information relates to the development of land, 
we have also relied upon Regulation 12(5)(f) of the Environmental Information 
Regulation 2004. 
 
In applying these exemptions, we are required to consider the Public Interest Test 
and therefore have provided below our justification for exempting this information 
from the right of access. 
 
The information provided to Government in the LRF bid contains information about 
pre and post development land values and other economic analysis that would, if 
made public, undermine the Council’s ongoing negotiations with existing tenants on 
all three sites. 
 
Therefore in order to protect the Council’s own interests, the public interest in 
disclosure does not outweigh the public interest in withholding the information. 
 

2. The approval document from government for each o f the above, including any 
conditions that have been incorporated. 

 
 Attached as requested is the Land Release Fund acceptance letter from 

Government. It includes the funding conditions and the timing of provision of funding.  
The letter has been signed and returned by the S151 Officer however I have 
removed all signatures as these are deemed to be personal information under the 
Data Protection Act 1998. 

 
 


